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Message: Changes to Bacteriology specimen collection in Central Zone  

Over the next three months the QEII Microbiology laboratory will begin transitioning  bacteriology 

testing performed in Central Zone to the automated WASP lab system. This involves phasing out 

the current red topped AMIES Transport media; product # 151081, and begin to transition the 

new liquid based multipurpose eSwabTM..  The current AMIES Transport media will be accepted until 

the existing stock is depleted. Expired swabs will not be processed.  

How to order: The new eSwabTM product code is #241984 SWAB FLOC AMIES 1ML (liquid).   

• Internal: Once current inventory is depleted closet lists will be automatically updated  

• External: Order through NSH stores using your normal process using the Lab Form to 

replace any old kits. NSH Customer Service Desk: 902-466-8070 

How to store them:  Swabs can be stored at room temperature until use.   

When to use them: Used for culturing bacteria. Be sure the correct swab kit (clear liquid transport 

media) is used as viral culture media (pink liquid) cannot be used to isolate bacteria.  

Bacteriology Swab (e.g MRSA, group A Strep throat swab) Virology Transport Media   

(e.g COVID, HSV) OLD Amies Swab New eSwabTM 

  

 

How to use them: The new collection kit includes swabs that are scored and broken off into the 

transport medium (clear liquid) after collection.  Refer to the attached instruction sheet for 

guidance on how to use the new swabs.  

When to transport them: After patient sampling transport to the laboratory as soon as possible.  

Best practice is to transport collected swabs at 2-8 degrees Celsius but room temperature is 

acceptable unless shipment is delayed beyond 48 hours. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Microbiology Laboratory at 902-473-2120 
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