CC 75-005 Blood Transfusions: Administration of Blood, Blood Components and Blood Products
Appendix 1
NURSING TRANSFUSION REACTIONS ALGORITHM

Serious Signs and Symptoms?

Clerical Discrepancy?

IF THE PATIENT DEVELOPS ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:
ANY symptom within first 15 minutes of transfusion
Fever (38°C or greater and 1°C rise from baseline)
Hypotension/shock

Rigors/chills

Unexplained anxiety or sense of ‘doom’

Back/chest pain

Dyspnea/respiratory distress

Tea colored urine (hemoglobinuria)

Bleeding at IV site

Nausea/vomiting

Tachycardia/arrhythmias

Generalized flushing

Hives/rash covering more than ¥ of body

Any feeling different than usual
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Minor Symptoms?
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. Hives/rash

e Temperature rise greater
than or equal to 1°C and

* Temperature rise greater than or equal
to 1°C from baseline and greater than

ONLY less than 38°C or equal to 38°C AND
. Covering ¥4 of e AND No other symptoms o Greater than 15min into transfusion
the body or less. AND AND
# e Onset areater than 15 min e NO OTHER SIGNS OR SYMPTOMS

If remainder of transfusion is uneventful,
complete documentation on transfusion tag and
return to BTS. (However)

If any further signs and symptoms of reaction, IMMEDIATELY stop the transfusion.
Follow serious signs and symptoms pathway

ENSURE THE MOST CLINICALLY SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION IS DOCUMENTED ON TRANSFUSION TAG AND PATIENTS CHART

Think: Minor Febrile Non-Hemolytic or Minor Allergic Reaction
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